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Hon Nicola Willis

Minister of Finance

Minister for the Public Service
Minister for Social Investment
Associate Minister of Climate Change

2 April 2024

Hon Nicole McKee
Minister for Courts
Parliament Buildings
WELLINGTON 6012

Dear Nicole

Thank you for your recent March Baseline Update submission for Vote Courts. | agree with
the following matters that my officials have identified and drawn to my attention with the
baseline update proposed for this Vote:

Correction of Previous Vote Change

Since your submission to me, our officials have identified an additional adjustment for inclusion
in this update related to the District Courts Services category of the Courts, Tribunal and Other
Authorities Services, including the Collection and Enforcement of Fines and Civil Debts
Services MCA. The 31 July 2023 tagged contingency drawdown for the Te Au Reka
programme was agreed for $4.559 million in 2023/24 but erroneously entered as $4.599
million. Our officials will amend this through an update on CFiSnet.

All other aspects of your baseline update are agreed.

Thank you for the information you have provided on tagged contingencies, which will be
reviewed and considered through the Budget process. As a result, | will only consider
drawdowns before Budget 2024 that are critical and urgent for the current 2023/24 financial
year, do not substantively impact the overall Budget 2024 package, and meet the requisite
drawdown conditions.

Budget 2024 decisions

| am pleased to confirm the decisions made as part of Budget 2024 as attached to this letter.
| note that proposals to increase civil court and tribunal fee revenue are subject to Cabinet
agreement. | would be grateful if you could direct your officials to work with the Treasury to
complete the financial recommendations, as well as to prepare the necessary Estimates and
Supplementary Estimates material for your sign off by 18 April.

Private Bag 18041, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160, New Zealand | +64 48176801 | n.willis@ministers.govt.nz



A reminder that these decisions remain Budget Sensitive and should be treated on a need-
to-know basis. My office will provide further advice on the approach to Budget

communications. Thank you again for your support towards the successful delivery of
Budget 2024.

Yours sincerely

e

Hon Nicola Willis
Minister of Finance



Final Budget 2024 Decisions for Vote Courts

Initiatives agreed for inclusion in the Budget 2024 package

Minister Sought Final Budget 2024 Decision

Operating | Capital Operating Capital

$m $m $m $m

Total Total 23124 25/26 26/27 27/28 Total 23124 24125 25/286 26/27 27/28 28/29  29/30 32/ Total
33

[38]

Baseline Ministry of (25.079) - - (3.350) | (6.372) | (7.244) | (8.113) | (25.079) - =] = - = = % . = = 4
savings Justice -
Increase in
sundry Courts
and Tribunals
civil fee
revenue
Baseline Ministry of | (4.568) - (0.928) | (1.250) | (1.250) | (1.250) | (4.678) - - - - - = B = = - =
savings Justice —
Operating cost
reduction by
returning
funding
allocated to
lifting cultural
capability
Baseline Ministry of (3.549) - (2.893) | (0.400) | (0.128) | (0.128) | (3.549) = = = = - = - - & = -
savings Justice —
Operating cost
reduction due to
lower demand
for certain court
and coronial
services
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